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THINGS TO KNOW

An injection was given during surgery for pain relief and to help reduce swelling for 24 hours.

Anesthesia can remain in an animal’s system following surgery. Your pet may be a little more 

lethargic or short-tempered than usual for the first 24 hours.

Male surgical incisions are left open to reduce swelling and lessen the pain. Slight red spot-

ting may occur for up to 5 days. The scrotum may swell a little in the first few days. 

A small, green line is tattooed on your pet’s belly as a standard verification that the pet has 

been surgically altered. This prevents future unnecessary anesthesia or surgery.

No suture removal is required after surgery.

Male animals can impregnate a female for approximately 1 week after surgery.

WHEN TO CONTACT SPCA SWMI (269) 344+1474

If your pet is in excessive discomfort upon his/her arrival home.

If abnormal behavior lasts more than 24 hours after surgery.

If excessive vomiting, extended lack of appetite, depression or lethargy.

If excessive swelling, redness, discharge, bleeding or open incision.

If an animal is not urinating or defecating normally after 48 hours.

If gums appear pale, blue or purple in color, seek emergency care immediately.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

If SPCA SWMI cannot be reached and you believe your pet is experiencing a veterinary 

emergency relating to a recent spay or neuter surgery, contact your primary veterinarian 

immediately.

The closest 24/7 emergency veterinary clinic in the greater Kalamazoo area is:

VCA Southwest Michigan Animal Emergency & Referral Center

104 W Cork Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49001

(269) 381-5228

 













 













 






