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The SPCA is a non-profit animal rescue
group based in SW Michigan. Thanks
to volunteers like you, we have rescued
over 16,000 dogs, cats, puppies &
kittens since we started in 2002!

upcoming events!
July 4th The shelter will be closed, volunteers welcome.
September 16th Register for Doggie Dash by July 4th
and save $3! Use code NSLTR3. Register here!
Special thanks to our friends at Crossroads Mall for
letting us use their space! Hopefully we will see you again
soon!

Have a Safe & Happy 4th of July!
Pet Safety Tips

Our Mission
We are here to rescue, rehabilitate,
and find responsible homes for the
forgotten pets from area Michigan
pounds. We save adoptable pets and
make families complete.

Current Events Calendar
http://www.spcaswmich.org/
eventstosupport.html

Volunteer Bulletin Board
http://www.spcaswmich.org/
volunteer/whatvolunteersdo.html

Check us out on Facebook & Twitter!

•
•
•
•

Keep me inside your home
Turn on the radio or TV to muffle the noise
Make sure I have proper identification
Play with me to distract me
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April 29, 2017: Another Bissell Empty the
Shelters success! There was a line outside
the building starting on Friday night and on
through the threat of raining weather on
Saturday (which fortunately passed us by).
A total of 44 animals, 28 dogs and 16 cats,
adopted! We were not able to completely
empty the shelter this time but we are very
happy with how the event went. A special
thank you to all our volunteers that helped
on such a busy adoption day! And of course
a thank you to the Bissell Foundation and
all the adopters and supporters that came
out on Saturday! We could not have done
it without you!
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kittens and they brought with them
donations to fill our lobby. They also sent
us
many
packages
through the
mail. We got
to know our
post lady very
well. They
also came to
play Kitten
Bingo, Pin the
kitten on the
mom, joined in a scavenger hunt, eat some
awesome Treats, helped us to name some
kittens and
puppies and
than got to
meet kittens
and puppies.
All together
about $1000
in food, formula, toys, heating blankets,
bottles, thermometers and much more
were donated along with another $1000 in
funds. We had 2 dogs and 1 cat adopted to
make the day more complete.

April 23, 2017: The SPCA hosted our first
annual Puppy/Kitten Shower and again our
community showed us just how generous
they are. As about 150 people come
through our doors to meet puppies and
SPCA of SWMI 6955 West KL Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 (269) 344-1474 www.spcaswmich.org info@spcaswmich.org
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Cats Are Space-y

Having two cats in the home can be easier
than just one – that is, IF you meet their #1
cohabitation requirement: SPACE.
Cats always need to have spots for hiding
and resting, so they can be alone and
undisturbed whenever they feel the need
– and they do best when they have several
locations to choose from.
Multiple litter boxes in different areas are
also necessary. A lack of privacy leads to
cranky cats. Food and water can be placed
in a common area, however, as cats seem
to enjoy congregating to eat.
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Sharing Disasters

We love to share things with our pets, like
tidbits from our meals or part (or most) of
our beds. However, some sharing is a bad
thing. For example, if your cat is limping, you
may be tempted to alleviate her pain quickly
by sharing a tab of your Tylenol in her tuna.
However, under no circumstances should
you ever give any brand of acetaminophen
to a cat. It causes kidney failure – which
frequently results in death.
Your over-the-counter or prescription
medications for humans should never be
shared with your furry friends without
consulting your veterinarian first.

So if you meet their need for personal
SPACE, a second cat can mitigate some of
the annoying behaviors of the first cat – as
the exercise, social interaction and mental
stimulation they give each other meets
other instinctive needs that may not be
being met by its human family.

Some human drugs can be safely
administered to a pet, but there are
different safety ranges for different species
of animals. Before attempting to solve your
pet’s malady “easily and inexpensively,”
do share the following details with your
veterinarian: 1) pet’s species, 2) pet’s
current weight, 3) name of medication, 4)
strength of dosage.

By the way, we know where you can find
a healthy additional cat for your family …
Check out our very own cat room at the
Rescue Center!

Sharing drugs with your pet before sharing
information with your vet could lead to an
expensive, and possibly sad, trip to the
animal hospital.

SPCA of SWMI 6955 West KL Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 (269) 344-1474 www.spcaswmich.org info@spcaswmich.org
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RJ’S Corner

Hi everyone
it’s “Nosy
R o s i e ”
again. This
month I am
writing
a b o u t
another one
of my most
favorite
p e o p le “Ms. Jane”.
Ms. Jane is
a longtime
volunteer with the SPCA. Her favorite job
is to help the small dogs find forever homes.
You will often find her at the SPCA on
Thursday afternoons doing adoptions. Ms.
Jane trained my Mom how to be an adoption
counselor. Ms. Jane has a huge sweet tooth
and she is always sharing her sweet treats
with the other volunteers. I am a girl who
loves treats too. One of my favorites is
peanut butter.
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Ms. Jane has a big heart for older people
and older dogs. She started a visitation
program to The Springs where volunteers
take SPCA dogs to visit the elderly people
who live there. She is always looking for new
volunteers to help with these visits. Ms. Jane
also volunteers at the Kalamazoo Animal
Control once a month. Whenever she finds
a nice older dog there she tells Ms. Katie,
our director, who also has a huge heart for
older dogs. Ms. Katie will check them out
and they usually end up at the SPCA. Ms.
Jane tries very hard to help them find their
forever homes. I am only two and I have not
met many older dogs or older people yet.
The only older dog I know is my sister June
Bug and she is three. Maybe one day I will
get to visit and meet some elderly people.
They must be very nice because Ms. Jane
says it is very important to visit them. She
and her dog Zack often visit other places
where elderly people live.

Ms. Jane helped establish the SPCA 5K
“Doggy Dash” that now happens every fall.
The story goes that one day Ms. Jane was
answering phones at the SPCA and a young
SPCA of SWMI 6955 West KL Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 (269) 344-1474 www.spcaswmich.org info@spcaswmich.org

June 2017

SPCA VOLUNTEER NEWSLETTER

Page 5

man named Matt called who wanted to host
a 5K with people and their dogs as a
fundraiser for the SPCA. Ms. Jane thought
it was a wonderful idea and she, along with
other volunteers, worked with him to host
our very first “Doggy Dash”. It has become
an annual event for the SPCA with the help
and leadership of many wonderful
volunteers. Now the “Doggy Dash” is in its
seventh year. All because Ms. Jane

happened to answer the phone one day. I
love to run and hope to be in the “Doggy
Dash” one day myself with my Mom.
Sometimes I try to see how fast I can run
up and down the backyard at my house. My
Dad is always amazed at how fast I can go.
I hear they give a trophy for the “Doggy
Dash”, but personally I would just settle for
a load of treats.
There are so many wonderful words to
describe Aunt Jane. She is a very kind,

funny, generous, loving person. She does
so many things for others. One time she
took a trip to Costa Rica with my Mom to
help the sloths. I have no idea what a sloth
is but Ms. Jane said they needed her help.
Ms. Jane helps coordinate the SPCA once
a month adoption event at Petco and is
always available to help with anything the
SPCA is involved in. If there is a raffle or
silent auction, she is always willing to run
it. Ms. Jane is a very busy lady but she has
a really interesting and fun hobby called
“gambling”. My Mom says she is pretty good
at it. She hopes to win the lottery one day.
If she wins I hope she buys me a boatload
of treats. I love my “Aunt Jane”. Until next
time when I report on another interesting
person form the SPCA – signing off for now
– the pooch with a nose for news, “Nosy
Rosie”.

SPCA of SWMI 6955 West KL Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 (269) 344-1474 www.spcaswmich.org info@spcaswmich.org
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Happy Tails

submit your happy tail to happytails@spcaswmich.org

Priscilla
Submitted by: Tracy Gustafson

Just wanted to send a few pics
along. We adopted Priscilla (now
named Tesla). She is doing great
and is an awesome dog. Thanks!!!

SPCA of SWMI 6955 West KL Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 (269) 344-1474 www.spcaswmich.org info@spcaswmich.org
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TAMMY
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for such a young dog.

Submitted by: Emily Tjapkes & Tim Pluger

Hello! We adopted Tammy at the West
Michigan Pet Expo on Saturday and I just
wanted to tell her foster mom Macie how
great she is doing! Her name is Matti now,
and she is adjusting to her new life well! Her
older sister Ella is loving having a playmate
and is teaching her
all of the ways of
the world. She has
already taught
her how to dig for
groundhogs,
which is Ella’s
favorite pass time!
She has also
shown her all of
the best napping
places in the
house and is
teaching her the magic of blankets. I can
really tell that Macie does a great job
fostering, Matti has great manners already

Thank you so much for saving this puppy’s
life, she is the sweetest puppy I have ever
met and I am so thankful she was given a
chance to have the great life she deserves.
You guys are awesome!

SPCA of SWMI 6955 West KL Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 (269) 344-1474 www.spcaswmich.org info@spcaswmich.org
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Ava
Submitted by: Bonnie Parr

Miss Ava adjusted quickly to her new
home and sisters this afternoon! She was
doing so well with them she got let loose in
the fenced yard. She comes when called
with her tail wagging like crazy! Such a
difference from the trembling little girl I
met at the shelter. Her vet appt is Friday
morning. She is a hoarder of dog toys and
drags everything to her cage.
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Kayla
Submitted by: Debra Cusic

Hello, I’d like to thank all the staff and
volunteers who took care of Kayla (we are
now calling her Jazzy, as she is very jazzy).
She is a wonderful dog! I am so grateful
for her. She loves all the humans and
dogs in our family. She is a perfect fit for
us. I know from being a shelter volunteer
how attached you get and want to know
how the dogs you walked do once they
leave. Rest assured she is doing great
with her new family and will be training to
do humane education presentations with
us this summer. She is a playful bundle of
energy but settles in and snuggles too!
Thank you again to everyone at
Kalamazoo SPCA!

Thank you for all you do, and please thank
her foster mom for me!
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ADOPTIONS - THANKS TO YOU!
CATS: Amber, Angel, Ash, Ayres, Baby, Bambino, Bella, Blaze, Bluey, Bo, Boots, Bronson, Cait, Calahan, Callie,
Captain, Carlyn, Char, Charlie, Ciara, Conan, Conway, Cora, Corky, Cory, Daisy, Darby, Darce, Deidre, Devon, Dougel,
Drew, Drummond, Duffy, Duncan, Dusty, Edmond, Ember, Emery, Emmy, Ernestine, Ethel, Evonne, Faye, Felicia,
Fiesta, Flicker, Fred, Frosty, Gabriella, Gears, Gina, Gregor, Hadley, Hagen, Halle, Hazel, Henry, Imogene, Ina, Isla,
Ivan, Ivy, Kai, Kali, Kanani, Keoni, Kiki, Kindle, Kitty, Lana, Lavenia, Lucille, Mable, Malibu, Mandy, Maya, Mikey,
Minerva, Mona, Moonshine, Onyx, Opal, Patches, Pattie, Pecan, Phyllis, Pistachio, Potter, Priscilla, Reba, Riley,
Romeo, Salt, Serafina, Silver, Sissy, Smokey, Sneakers, Sneeky, Socrates, Sora, Spice, Sunshine, Tom, Tucker, Wayne,
Wilda, Willow, Wynonna, Yang, Yazmin, Yorkie, Ziggy, Zorro
DOGS: Agathe, Amelia, Audrina SC, Ava, Babcock, Bane, Barker, Barney, Baxter, Beauty, Betty, Blue, Bonnie Kal,
Boss, Brownie, Brownie Smith, Buchanan, Bud, Buddy SC, Bunny Kal, Burroughs SC, Butterball, Callie KY,
Cartwright LA, Casanova LA, Cassie, Celia, Char, China, Chios, Chips Smith, Chloe, Cinder, Coal, Coca Jackson,
Coffee, Conner, Cookie, Cowgirl Lee SC, Crosby, Daisy May, Diamond, Dillon, Do, Douglas, Duke Smith, Dusty, Earl,
Emmy LA, Fa, Fat Mama, Garnett, Goofy, Hanson, Harmony LA, Harper, Henry, Hermes MS, Holly Mae LA, Honey,
Honsho, Hooker, Hunter, Isabelle LA, Ivy, Izzy Kzoo, Jacelyn, Jake, Jankie, Jasmine, Jordan, Josephine, Julie, June,
Kayla Kal, Klause, La, Lady G, Larry, Leigh SC, Liam, Lincoln, Little Girl, Louie, Lucas, Majah, Mandie, Marty, Matthias,
McGurt SC, Melody, Mi, Mia, Michelob, Mike, Milligan, Milo, Mister, Mocha, Naja, Nancy, Nibbles, Obie, Oscar, Panda,
Panda SJ, Patton, Paul, Payton JC, Polar, Pretty Girl LA, Priscilla, Pudding, Rascal, Ray, Re, Reba, Rhyno LA, Sam,
Samboo, Sammi, Samos, Sampson, Sanders, Sandy Rae, Sasha JC, Sasha Pug, ScrumpySo, Sofa, Sonya, Soul, Sugar
Plum, Sweetie Lee SC, Tamera, Tammy, Tank, Thelma, Ti, Tina, Tiny, Tiny Tim, Toby Jackson, Tonya, Tootles, Tree,
Trotter, Tucker, Wally, Wolfey, Wookie, Wrigley, Zac, Zeus
Thank you for opening your hearts and your homes to these animals! See all our adoptable dogs, cats,
puppies & kittens at www.spcaswmich.org.
Please send Volunteer Newsletter submissions to Jess Baker @ newsletter@spcaswmich.org.
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